Vision Projects___________________________________
                                 Publishing services: proofreading &slide and negative reproduction
Thank you for showing interest in our slide scanning service. 

By having your slides or negatives* scanned onto CD, you will be preserving your photographs in an alternative format which not only serves as a back-up should anything ever happen to the originals but which also allows you to view them without the trouble of assembling projector, screen and cartridges (for slides) or without the crowding around a photograph album (for prints from negatives*). Should you choose the added option of having them made into a PicShow, you can then sit back and let the slideshow play at your chosen speed or govern the speed at which they are screened by a mere click of the mouse. Alternatively, your slides can be made into a slideshow on a DVD and can then be viewed on your TV or computer via a suitable DVD player.

Please note that, unless you specifically request us to do so, we will not alter the quality of your photographs at all. Once they are scanned onto CD, you will then be able to open them into your own image-viewing program and manipulate the quality of them yourself. (There are many programs available that allow you to adjust lighting, sharpness, colour definition, contrast etc.)

On this sample CD**, there are 

(i) 
four files, each a scan of the same original slide. The same photo has been scanned at four different dpi (dots per inch) settings. The first is 500 dpi, the second is 1000, the third is 2000 and the fourth is 4000. The greater the number of dpi, the greater the time it takes to scan; thus the price per slide/negative gets higher along with the dpi. 



The costs are (per slide or negative)

500 dpi  
50c

           






1000 dpi 
75c 

            






2000 dpi 
$1

            





4000 dpi 
$2
(There are discounts for large orders.  The prices above apply for up to 50 slides; from 51 – 100, the discount is 5%; for over 100, the discount is 10%.)
Your need will depend on where you wish to view your photographs; the bigger the screen, the greater dpi you will need. If you wish to view them solely on your computer, a dpi of 1000 would, as you will notice from the sample scans, be totally adequate. 

You can, if you wish, download these images onto your computer and view them in your normal image viewing program and closely examine the different quality of the images. If you zoom in on each photograph you will see the increase of quality with the increase in dpi. 

(For each slide/negative which we scan for you, you will receive an individual file of the photograph scanned at your requested dpi.)

AND

(ii) a sample PICshow. It is of a random selection of 30 of our own slides and has been included to give you the opportunity of seeing and using a “PICShow” so that you will know what you are buying should you choose to have your photographs made available in this format as an “extra”. 

The cost of having a PICSHOW (slideshow) made of your slides/negatives is an additional $15 for the first and $10 for any others – you may wish to have one PICShow per “theme”. (Maximum number of images is 500 per slideshow.)  It is possible to have captions added to the slides in a PICShow; if you want us to do this, please ask us for further information.

The DVD slideshow will work in much the same way except that you use the controls on your DVD player to govern the speed etc of your slide show.
Should you wish to use our service, you will find an order form in Word format on the CD. A printout is also included in case your word processing program fails to open the document.

We realise that your photographs are precious to you so not only will we fill your order as quickly as possible but we will also endeavour to offer you a pick-up and delivery service within the Brisbane area.  Please phone, fax or email us to make arrangements or if you have any queries.  

Once again, thank you for your interest and we do hope that we can help preserve those precious photographs for you.

Vern and Elaine Hamilton

*
It is, of course, possible to scan colour prints onto your computer or a CD, but the quality of the scan from the negative is far superior.

      **     On the following page are hints on how to access and view the files and how to find the 


options available in the PICshow.
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1. To access the files on the CD, double click on the “My computer” icon on your desktop. 

2. Then double click on the icon for the drive in which you have placed the CD - most likely D-drive. 
3. Double clicking on each of the listed files should then open them. 
· The two text documents should open in your word processing program. 

· You need to have an image viewing program on your computer to view the individual photo files (most computers have this as standard). If you have difficulty opening the file, try the following:

(a) Right click on the file name.

(b) Select “Open with”.

(c) Select “Choose program”.

(d) Scroll down the list of programs to find one relating to images. Look particularly for “Image preview” which has a magnifying glass as its symbol. Click on its name to select it and then click “OK”. Once the image is opened, you can then use the magnifying glass facility to zoom in to see the greater detail in the images with the higher resolution.

(e) If you cannot find “Image preview” amongst your programs, try “Imaging” which also has the ‘magnifying glass’ facility.

(f) If this fails, use Internet Explorer but you will not be able to zoom in to see the difference in quality of the different scans. 

·  The PICShow file will open quite independently of any other program on your computer.  When the program begins, you will notice some “controls” at the bottom of the screen. You do not need to do anything at all with these – the PICShow will play at the predetermined speed and show the slides one by one.

You can use these controls in much the same way as you use the controls on a video recorder. You can stop, play, go forward or backward. To access the “Image” and “Speed” controls you need to press the “Stop” button first. This then activates these two options and you can choose at which slide you would like the PICShow to start (by using the “Image” control) or how quickly you wish it to run (by using the “Speed” control).

However, you may wish to hide these controls. To do this, right click anywhere on the image and you will be able to choose “hide controls”. 

When you wish to exit the PICShow, simply right click on the image on the screen and you find the “Exit” option.

(If you wish to have captions added to your slides, they will appear in the white box immediately under each image as it shows.)
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